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EXCAVATION methods are a subject about which practically
no mention is made in publications, and about which only
people who have made prolonged visits to digs have any idea.
In ordinary popular accounts of excavations, it is the results
which are stressed, and not how they are obtained. In full
scientific reports, the methods can often be deduced, but they
are seldom described, as it is taken for granted that the reports
will mainly be read by fellow excavators who will not require
to be told about methods. Often readers of popular accounts,
and particularly newspaper reports, may be moved to wonder
how such and such a theory has been evolved, and to doubt
the possibility of proving a statement. It can, however, con-
fidently be said that facts stated in authentic reports of modem
excavations can be proved just as much as facts in any other
science. Archaeology is nowadays an exact science, and it is
the aim of this paper to indicate its methods of operation.

1"0 begin with it is necessary to emphasize the aim of
archaeology, even if this is platitudinous. The aim is to esta-
blish the history, cultural, religious, architectural and so on,
of a given place or people, in those times and areas of which we
have not a sufficient historical record. The earliest manifesta-
tions of interest in the past, are undoubtedly those of the
treasure-seeker, and as such one might class most of the ex-
cavators of the early nineteenth century. Nowadays, a work
of art loses nine-tenths of its importance if it is disassociated
from the culture to which it belongs. The evidence for this
comes almost without exception from the layer of soil, whether
in city or tomb, in which it is found. It is therefore to the
estahlishment of this, that is to say, to stratification, that
modern archaeological methods are directed. Many people
may have seen the methods in use on an up-to-date dig in
England, and have realized what minutely accurate results are






























