
A BURIAL CAVE FROM THE EARLY ROMAN PERIOD 

AT GIV' AT SELED IN THE JUDEAN SHEPHELAH 

AMOS KLONER 

An early Roman burial cave was discovered on 
the northern slope of Giv'at Select (map ref. 
1439/1184), some 600 m north ofI:Iorvat Midras 
(Fig. 1; Rahmani 1964:218-228; Kloner 1977; 
1978; 1987). Its opening faces east, and it is 
comprised of two burial chambers: a main cham
ber containing kokhim near the entrance, and an 
iMer room, containing arcosolia (Plan 1). The 
cave was hewn in the steep chalky slope and was 
blocked by a circular stone (about 1.40 m in 
diameter and 0.30 m thick) which was rolled in a 
track about 0.35 m wide and 1.50 m long, ending 
in a nearly square cell. The track, constructed 
between two short walls, has an inner edge of 
natural rock, and an outer, eastern, side of ashlar 
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Fig. I . Location map. 

stones; it was roofed by heavy stone slabs. (On 
circular blocking stones see Kloner 1985b; 
l 985c.) In 1984 antiquities looters, digging a
perpendicular shaft through six meters of ac
cumulated earth, broke the edge of the rolling 
stone, thus penetrating into the cave. 1 
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Plan I. Plan and sections of the burial cave. 
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The cave entrance, 0.55 m wide and 1.12 m 

high, is arched (Fig. 2). The eastern, main, cham

ber is 3.95-4.00 m long, 2.00-2.10 m high and 

3.40 m wide at the entrance, widening to 3.70 m 

at the entry to the inner chamber. The northern 

and southern walls contain four kokhim each 

(Fig. 3). The length of the northwestern kokh (4) 

is 2.10 m, while the others are l .70-1.80 long. 

The width of the kokhim is 0.55--0.65 m. The 

ceilings of the kokhim are arched at the front and 

flatter within. The heights of the openings of the 

kokhim vary between 0.85 and 0.95 m, all the 

Fig. 2. Entrance and blocking stone in siru, view from 

inside. 

Fig. 3. Kokhim in the northern wall of main chamber, 

blocking stone in siru. 

kokhim sloping somewhat forward, the level of 

the floor at the back of the kokhim being about 

0.04 m higher than at the front. The walls of the 

kokhim are plastered white for a stretch of 0.20-

0.30 m from the opening. 

Five kokhim contained crumbled remains of 

burials; the other three were completely empty, 

either never having contained bone fragments or 

having had their contents removed by the looters 

and thrown into the center of the chamber. The 

friability of the osteological material ruled out the 

possibility of study; the remains were therefore 

restored to the kokhim.

The plastered floor in the main chamber was 

covered by a 0.10--0.50 m thick layer of silt 

deposited by rainwater, with a large concentra

tion of soil near the entrance. Two layers of 

plaster covered the chamber walls and floor; one 

grey, the other lighter in color. The chamber's 

western wall had been painted over in a patterned 

design of which little was preserved in situ (Figs. 

4, 5). Most of the colored plaster had fallen onto 

the floor and was mixed with the accumulated 

silt, indicating that the plaster had disintegrated 

before the cave was vandalized. The plaster 

Fig. 4. The north western comer of the main chamber; 

remains of fresco on the western wall. 
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Fig. 5. Western wall of main chamber, showing 

entrance to inner chamber and fresco remnants. 

which remained in the vicinity of the western 

wall was collected and reconstruction of the frag

ments was attempted. 

Only one sealing stone, an arched slab 0.91 m 

high, 0.57 m wide and 0.13 m thick, was found. 

It securely fitted the adjoining kokh (No. 3; Fig. 

3 ). No fragments of sarcophagi or ossuaries were 

found in this chamber. Finds in the cave consisted 

of one potsherd and two long nails on the floor 

adjoining the painted wall. 

The inner chamber is almost square, the length 

of its walls being 2.25-2.30 m, and its height in 

the center 2.05 m. The entry to the chamber is 

through a rectangular opening (1.10 x 0.62 m). 

Three arcosolia, l.75-1.95 m long and 0.75-

0.90 m deep, were hewn in the chamber walls; 

the bases of the arcoso/ia are 0.90 m above the 

floor level; the height of the arches is 1.20 m. 

In the center of the rear wall of the northern 

arcosolium (9) there is a rectangular niche 0.30 m 

high, 0.40 m wide and 0.28 m deep (Fig. 6). This 

recess, perhaps intended to contain bones, was 

originally blocked by a stone slab. 

The southern arcoso/ium ( 10) is similar to 

those of other tombs of the first century CE, in 

which the lower right-hand comer is elevated by 

a few centimeters to form a cushion-like slope, 

where the head of the deceased would rest 

(Fig. 7). This could well reflect the ancient tradi

tion of burial berths with headrests. Arcosolia do 

not occur in this country prior to the beginning of 

Fig. 6. Arcosolium 9, in the inner chamber. 

Fig. 7. Arcosolium 10, with headrest. 

Fig. 8. Arcosolium 11, with bone repository. 

the first century CE. Their presence is, therefore, 

indicative of the date of the cave. 

In the rear wall of the western arcosolium (11) 

there was a hewn recess 1.00 m wide and 0.90 m 

deep (Fig. 8). The recess opening was blocked by 



   

        
        

        

        
   
        

        

        
        

      
         
   

  

          

        

      

        
          

      

      

         

          

         

    

           

          

        

           

         

         

        

       
    

          

        

        
      

      
 

         

        

      

      

      

       

         

       
         

 

      
        
        

     

       

         

       
      
       
       
   

 

         

       

          

       
        

        

         

       

        

           

       

         

       
        

    
         

          

      
       

       

       

       
        

      
 

        

         

       
      



       

          

       
       

       
       

     
        

       

      
 

 

           
           

          
        

          

          
         
        
  

        
           
           
     

       

        
         
        
         

          
       

           

         
        
        
      

 

       

     
      

        
     

         

 

        
        
        
  

        
 

       
  

       

         

         
  

           
     

         
        
   

         

        
      

        
  

        
     
 

           
   






