RS

HILMA GRANQVIST AND HER CONTRIBUTION TO PALESTINE STUDIES
Shelagh Weir

Edltorts Note: On 26 February 1972 Hilma Granquist, an outstandin
authqrtéy on Arvab village society in Palestine, di;d at her home gn
Helsznkz_at the age of 81. Shortly after her death the Palestine
Exploration Fund (PEF) through the good offices of Miss Shelagh Weir
of the‘Ethnography Department of the British Musewn acquired Dr
Granqus§’s papers relating to her field work in Paiestine These
papers, 1ncZu@1ng a large collection of photographs and a éumber of
bookg, were given by Dr Granquist's family to the PEF library (at

2, Hinde Mews, London WIM 5RH). A report on the Granquist papers

bg Professor Emanuel Marx, together with a short classified descrip-
tion of material contained in them, is appended to the present F

article. A list of the books in the A
. f collection can be .
Palestine Exploration Quarterly, Jan.-June, 1974. found in the

Hilma Gragqvist's descriptions of life in the little Muslim villa
of Artas in southern Palestine will always have a unique place inge
gigji; Eastzrg an;hropology, both for the wealth of information she
es and in the absen i
D i in g in the ce of comparable studies for the prewar
Like many anthropologists, especially at that early period in the
development of the subject, she was drawn to the studies which were
to become her life's work from another discipline--Biblical Studies
After graduating from Helsinki University in 1921 in Pedagog Hist.
and ?hllo;Ophy, she attended courses in 0ld Testament Studiez,ac o
Berlin University with the intention of writing a book on women in
tbe 0ld ?estament. Realizing that the literature provided insuffi-
cient eYldence for such a book, she resolved to visit Palestine and
if possible, to study the life of the contemporary village women ’
ProfessoF Sellin, her tutor in Berlin, commented that a woman of.
the previous generation would have been considered 'mad' had she
expressed a desire to do field-work in that area.
_In.1925 she received a modest grant from the Nylandska Nationen
a Finnish student union, and left for Jerusalem in the summer of th;t
year. There she attended a two-month course in Palestinian
Archéeologx run by Professor Alt at the Deutsches Evangelisches
Institut fur Altertumswissenschaft des heiligen Landes. As no woman
had ever attended this course before, special permission for her to
do so haq to be obtained, and it was considered a special honour when
she was invited to attend again the following year. After the cours
ended in October 1925, she began her research in Artas ‘
Shg chose Artas rather than one of the many other ¥
Palestlge for a number of reasons--it seemed comparati
by the influence of European culture, it was convenien

Jerusalem where she attended weekly Arabic classes
ant of all, .

villages in
vely untouched
tly near
) s and most import—~
) .therg lived 1? Artas a European woman whose value ag a
potential 11?k with the villagers was immediately recognized by
H}lmg Granqvist. She was Louise Baldensperger, the daughter of a
:1ss;onary from Alsace who had come to Palestine in 1848 and had
ought a house in Artas in the hope that one i i
e of his chil

one day farm in that area. dren would

Loulge was tbe only one of the family who ever settled there and
at the time of Hilma Granqvist's visit she had been living in Aréas

i
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for over thirty years. Louise spoke fluent Arabic, and lived in an

Arab house in a manner little different from that of the villagers.

They regarded her, and she regarded herself, as one of the fellaheen.
Hilma Granqvist moved in with Louise, thus observing the strict
proprieties of Muslim society, which would have frowned on such a

young woman living alone, and so began a successful friendship and
collaboration between the young Scandinavian and the elderly Alsatian

in the study of Arab culture. Louise gave Hilma Granqvist an entrée into
the complexities of village life which most anthropologists would envy:
'Through her my eyes were opened to much that was characteristic in

the village life and through her I won almost immediately the trust

and sympathy of the people, so that they were willing to allow me to

take part in everything and to give me all the information I desired.’
The ease of her introduction into this alien culture did not blind

Hilma Granqvist to her scientific purpose, and although she relied on
Louise to act as interpreter and informant at the beginning, she rejected
many of the notes from this early period after she had become better
acquainted with the culture through Arab informants and first—hand
experience.

On her first visit she spent twenty months in Artas—-until March
1927-~then returned in March 1930 under the auspices of the Interna-
tional Fellowship of the Association of American University Women for
another stay of fifteen months., In the interval she attended a short
course in Anthropology under Wéstermarck at the London School of
Economics, where she met Malinowski, and a course in Ethnology at
Leipzig. She later attended another course at the London School of
Economics under Malinowski and Firth in the summer of 1938. The three
years of field-work between 1925 and 1931 provided the material for
most of her books. In 1931 the first volume of Marriage Conditions
in a Palestinian Village was published, for which she was awarded her
doctorate by the Abo Akademi. Volume IIL was published in 1935. Both
these books were highly praised in journals of anthropology at the
time. Evans—Pritchard wrote: 'It is not easy to praise too highly
Miss Grangqvist's book. Her descriptive powers and use of texts are
excellent. Her statistical material is well arranged., Her fieldwork
methods have not been bettered by any anthropologist.' In 1939 she
published Arabiskt Familjeliv, for which she was awarded a prize in a
Scandinavian competition for 'popular' scientific literature. Birth
and Childhood among the Arabs (1947) and Child Problems among the
Arabs (1950) were equally well received. Margaret Mead wrote:

' .. the fidelity of the ethnologist to her material and the wealth
of example and verbatim comment makes this a record which can be used
in the interpretation of other types of material on Arab culture. It
illustrates particularly well the value and irreplaceability of
carefully recorded detail.'3

Throughout the thirties Hilma Granqvist tried without success to
get the financial support for a return visit to Palestine. After the
war she renewed her efforts, and at last in 1959, twenty-eight years
after her last visit, she returned to Artas for four months with the
help of the Elin Wagner Foundation in Stockholm. As a result of this
further research she published her last book on Artas, Muslim Death
and Burial, in 1965. Apart from the books on her field-work, she
published many articles and two books of more general interest, Det
Religiosa Problemet I Nutiden (1935) and Skolan och Religionen (1936).
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